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weeks after she had given birth (o a
daughter) haiped solidify her interma-
tional carcer. The cast includes Johan
Botha as Otelio and Carlo Guelfi ag
lago. Semvon Bychkov conducis. 8
., Metropolitan Opera House, Lin-
colit Center, (212) 362-6000, metopera
Lorg; $1510 $375.

Pop

Jon Pareles

“You don’t have o be Buddhist to care
about Tibet, where the ancient culiure
has faced destruction and assimilation
since China invaded in 1850, The annu-

-al Tibetl House benefil concerts assem-

“Dbled by the compoger PRILIE GLASS

“have always been diveyse events, and

“this year’s lineup gathers musicians
{rom four continents, with a preponder-
ance of songwriters, both introspective
and rowdy. SUREI

It includes imagistic tyricists like sur.

HAN SYEVENS, whose constantly sur-

prising chamber pop dips irto history

and visions of fransformation, and 7o/

vERLARE from Television, whose
_songs combine sinewy. guitar lines with
sly paradoxes. MARISA MONTE, from

: s Brazil, is egually.as home with supple,

Do 1 T T 1 sensuous ballads.and hey own thought-
shown at Japan Society. ] fu take on the Brazilian samba; Mr.
e - Glass has dope arrangements for her
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Mike Hale

Japanese animation had already had a
golden age decades before Osamu
Tezuka began to define whal we now
think of as anime in the carly 1960s.
Filyns from that period have been next
16 inpossible to see, but that will
change for four nights this week when
Japan Society presents DAWR OF JAFA-
NESE ANIMATION, a festival of nearly 40
cartoons dating maindy from the late
18208 1o the mid-1930s.

The short, mostly silent films reflect an
obvicus, ineviiable American influence
- parvicularly tiwe Fleischer brothers,
but also early Disney — that combined
in fascinating ways with Japanese vis-
ual forms, from manga to woodblock
prings, and narrative traditions, Char-
acters from Japanese follkdore move {o
iazz-age rhyvithns in stories that incor-
porate ancient pieties and modern, im-
perial anxiefies. in “Momotare’s Sky
Adventure” (18313 by the great Yasuji
Murata, for insiance, the folk hero
Momotare is reimagined as a pilot
Highting suspiciously Americaii-looking
eagles. (1U's part of the “Propaganda”
program on Friday, the most interesi-
ing of the four nights, which aiso in-
Chudes Sanae Yamamoto's beautiful
“Animal Village in Troubie” and Nobu-

- e Ofigl's “Kimigayo,” in whicli the Jap-

41

forced to serve them. (Only “Iriday
Night Lights” fans ave as serious.) This
drama, about a small Kansas town
dealing with the threat of nuclear dev-
astation, returns for i4s second season
on Tuesday at 10 pn.




