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Classic films of Japan screened

' A Staff Reporter

OMAM TRIBLIME

MUSCAT The Embassy of
Japan in cooperation with
the Cultural Club presented
classic Japanese anime and
films. This was accompa-
nied by Larry Greenberg's
lecture on evolution of the
Japanese silent cinema par-
ticularly the role of Benshi.

Larry Greenberg, a New
Yorker, who has been in

Japan since 1985 and had
founded the company Digi-
tal Meme to preserve the
silent films of that country,
has come all the way from
Tokyo to present the silent
films in Muscal he restored
and gave it life again.

He showed a film called
Kanishibai based on paint-
ings which he had scanned
and had added voice in the
background.

According to Greenberg,
the Kanishibai is a tradi-

tional art of telling story just
using paintings and adding
narration. He had scanned
those paintings to give it a
digital form to be easily
accessed and showed.

The Black Cat, a film
made by just cut out pres-
entation was also shown by
the Digital Meme. Later an
animabion film Owr base-
ball match was also present-
ed as an old [ilm art of
Japan. During the entire
show of the rare films, Lar-

ry Greenberg has show-
cased the evolulion of Japa-
nese cinema from silent
films to the modern day ani-
mation and silent film of
the early 50s in that country.
All films which were resl-
ored collection of classic
films presented with Eng-
lish subtitles through DVD.

During his lecture which
accompanied the show,
Greenberg outlined the
introduction of cinema to
Japan against the narrative
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traditions that have lon
existed such as Kbuki, Nuﬁ
and Rakugo.

Greenberg, who is in
Oman forthe show, alsonar-
rated his over two-decade
efforts which he has made
to protect these rare silent
films which were stored in
tip packs, He with the help
of his company Digital
Meme restored them by
manual and mechanical
cleaning as using digital
tools.




